
E-News

Assembly 
This week's assembly focused on the inspiring achievement of

11-year-old Bodhana Sivanandan from London, who has become
the youngest person ever to earn the Woman Grandmaster title
in chess. We discussed whether age should decide what we're

allowed to do and explored how determination, talent and hard
work can help people achieve amazing things, no matter how

young they are. The children shared thoughtful ideas about
opportunities, responsibility and how everyone develops at their
own pace. It was a fantastic discussion that encouraged us to

think beyond age and focus on potential.

Soroptimists & North Norfolk knitters

Friday the 23rd of October 2026

Celebrating Our Partnership with the Soroptimists
On Sunday, Mrs Williams was delighted to be the guest speaker at the Norwich Soroptimists' luncheon.
The Soroptimists are long-standing supporters of our school, helping with projects such as our allotment, the
Lakenham Larder, attendance awards and, through the North Norfolk Knitters, providing warm woollen clothing
for families. We have had a wonderful delivery of winter items and is now available for families who may benefit
from them. Pop in and the PSA’s can help. 
We are also incredibly grateful for their recent donation of £150. We are proud of our association with the
Soroptimists and thank them for their continued kindness, generosity and support of our school community.



Wraparound Clubs

Birthdays at School

This week at Breakfast Club, the children enjoyed a range of fun activities planned using ideas
shared by the team. It was wonderful to see everyone so engaged, enthusiastic and having such a
great time together. We were especially proud of how well the staff worked as a team to create

an enjoyable and welcoming start to the day for all the children.



Quiz success

Congratulations!
Miss Hart
Thank You and Good Luck, Miss Hart!
We are both sad and incredibly proud to share that Miss Nicki Hart has accepted the role of
Deputy Headteacher at Poringland Primary School.
Over recent months, Miss Hart has been supporting other schools at the request of the Local
Authority, a testament to the expertise, leadership and dedication she has developed during
her time at Lakenham. This well-deserved promotion recognises the significant contribution she
has made to our school and wider education community.
On behalf of all our children, staff and governors, thank you, Miss Hart, for everything you have
done. We wish you every success in your new role and know you will be amazing!
Best Wishes, Mrs Potts!
We would also like to wish Mrs Katie Potts all the very best as she begins her maternity leave.
Mrs Potts has made a wonderful contribution to our school and will be greatly missed. In
particular, her work on the national project with the Royal Shakespeare Company has been
exceptional. Ever thoughtful, she has already created a range of high-quality resources to
ensure this exciting work continues while she is away.
We are delighted for Mrs Potts and her family and wish them every happiness as they prepare
to welcome their new arrival. We look forward to meeting the newest member of the family
and welcoming Mrs Potts back in the future!





Kindness Crew

Junior Leadership Team 

Young Chefs

The Kindness Crew had their first meeting this week! 
We started with some introductions to get to know one another and then got stuck
into defining our purpose and our overarching goal for the year. 
We discussed the term 'belonging' and what it means to feel you belong at
Lakenham Primary School. The Kindness Crew decided our overarching aim for the
year will be to get 90% of pupils to vote 'yes' they do feel like they belong at school.
We agreed that we need to clearly know our starting point and that we want to
listen to the voices of our peers. With that in mind, the Kindness Crew have gone
back to their classes with 2 survey questions:

1.Do you feel like you belong at Lakenham Primary School?
If you said 'no', what can we do to make that a 'yes'? If you said 'yes', how can we
make this an even stronger 'yes'? 
The team will bring their findings to the next meeting and will use the results to plan
out our first project!

 
The Young Chefs had their first meeting of the year this week and what a meeting it
was! 
We agreed our overall goal for the year = to get 300 children having a school lunch! 

In January 2026 we had an average of 160 children having a school lunch. 
In October 2026 we have an average of 250 children having a school lunch. 
By July 2027 we are aiming for an average of 300 children having a school
lunch!  

In order to achieve this goal we worked on 2 things during the meeting.  
1.We helped Chef Nell with a taste test! Chef Nell tried out a brand new recipe –

Jamie Oliver’s Scruffy Chicken & Broccoli Lasagne. We were the first children in
the school to taste test the recipe and gave Chef Nell our feedback!  

2.  We designed a survey to take back to our classes. We want to collect the
voices of our peers. We’ve asked them why they don’t have school dinners, if
there are any specific meals they’d like Chef Nell to make and if they have any
general feedback to help us read our goal of 300 children eating lunch! We will
gather the data and feedback at the next meeting.   

 We also took some time in the meeting to create a handy guide for home adults.
The first aiders in the hall have noticed that we have a few choking hazards in
lunch boxes. Chef Nell taught us about the shape of our oesophagus and how
chopping things length ways can reduce our risk of choking. The young chefs learnt
knife skills to practise chopping grapes length ways.  

https://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/pasta/scruffy-winter-lasagne/


Sunflowers
We have been busy in Sunflowers this week learning about Autumn and the changes that

happen to the weather and the leaves!!! With a bit of Halloween added in!!
We have decorated our own bright coloured autumn leaves for our big tree wall display using

paint pens.
In attention autism all the children sat and waited in anticipation to what happened when I

added the magic potion to the monster jar...it exploded with gooey green froth.
In cooking this week we made leek and potato soup, the children helped to cut the leeks and

potato and add them to the big cauldron!
In maths we have been counting the spooky characters and writing how many we can count.
We used playdough and the alphabet letters to print into to the playdough to make words.



Slow roasted tomato and
vegetable pasta

or
Jacket potato served with a

choice of  cheese,  beans or tuna

Dessert:  Fruit  Salad

Your meal isserved with:  

Unlimited Trips to the Salad Bar 
Bread on request

 Fresh Fruit  
Drink:  Water or Milk (on request)

Cottage or Gardener’s Pie served
with leafy greens

or
Red lenti l  dal  served with rice 

Dessert:  Apple f lapjack

Spaghetti  Bolognese (meat or
vegetarian) served with crunchy

side salad and cheese
or

Jacket potato served with a choice
of cheese,  beans or tuna

Dessert:  Compote with homemade
granola and Greek yoghurt

Mexican Inspired Chicken or Quorn
served with rice and vegetables

 or
Hummus, roasted vegetables and

homemade bread

Dessert:  Banana bread

Homemade pizza served with wedges
and Chef Nell ’s  s law

or
DIY vegetable sushi

Dessert:  Smoothie

MONDAY

EVERYDAY

FRIDAY

TUESDAY

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

WEEK 1
MENU

●
●
●
●

The Canteen



Nursery
What a long and busy half term we have all had! We are constantly in awe of all our wonderful

children and how well they have done with starting school! You must all be very proud!
This week we have been working on recognising numerals 1-3 and beyond and counting a
number of objects to match a numeral. Zoe has used 'Maths monkey' during carpet time to

show them how to count carefully and this has been carried through into provision- could you
use a puppet or cuddly toy at home to help your child count everyday objects? We have

discussed the features of a bus and sung 'The Wheels on the bus' for phonics this week using
onomatopoeia to make the different noises. We then had a go at making our own rhymes such

as 'the engine on the tractor goes chug chug chug' and 'the water on the boat is smooth
smooth smooth'.  

We have enjoyed the windy weather and the leaves blowing around. Please make sure your
child comes to school every day with a coat from now on. If they can practise putting them on

themselves over the week off, that would be great for when they return to school.
We hope you all have a restful half term break and we will see you back at school on Monday

2  November. nd



Friends of Lakenham 

An Unexpected Visitor! 

Quiz Night Success 
Thank you to everyone that came to the school quiz last Friday – we had a great 

evening of trivia and brain teasers from Mr and Mrs Williams. The quiz night raised 
£275! We are looking forward to finding out what the children will choose to spend the money we

raise this year on when they vote on Parliament Day in November.  
 

Logo Design Challenge 
The Friends of Lakenham need a new logo – and we need your child’s help! Your 

child will receive an October Half Term Logo Challenge Sheet in their book bag this 
week. Please encourage them to get their ideas down and bring in their entry to the 
school office by Friday 6 th November. There are three £10 toy vouchers up for grabs 

so get creative! 
 

Next Meeting 
Our next meeting after half-term will be Monday 2nd November at 2:30pm at the 

school. Feel free to join if you can – everyone is welcome. Just arrive at the school office and they
will direct you to where the meeting will be held. Feel free to email FOL@lakenhamprimary.org.uk

in advance, if you wish.  
 

Happy Half Term. 

A huge thank you to Ms
Jenny Spicker, our Nursery
and Sustainability leader

who rescued a poorly
seagull which was on our
playground. While waiting
to take the seagull to get
treatment, we all knew to

keep the seagull safe.
Check out the sign that
was on the room it was

waiting in. 

mailto:FOL@lakenhamprimary.org.uk


Reception
And just like that, our first half term in Reception is complete! Autumn 1 has been a busy one in

which we’ve focused on building relationships, exploring and playing across the continuous
provision, getting used to school routines and expectations and beginning our learning journey
within Reception. This week we have been busy reflecting upon our first half term, identifying
things we have enjoyed, what has been our favourite thing we have learnt so far and whether

we feel happy and safe at school. 

Within Drawing Club this week, we focused on the story of ‘Christopher Pumpkin’ 🎃. We started
off by drawing our own representations of a witch before wondering who else may like to come
to the Witch’s party! 🧙🏻‍♀️Of course there were lots of Halloween themed character suggestions!

👻

This week we have been revisiting all of the sounds we have learnt so far. Using the sound mat
in your Phonics pack please practise the sounds from s up to r, to help your child become

confident at recalling these. The odd practise over half term will really help them to remember
the sounds. 

Within Maths, we have been exploring prepositional language through movement and actions
such as sitting on a chair, hiding under a table, and standing next to a friend. 

We hope you all have a wonderful half term, and we look forward to seeing you on Monday 2nd
November and hearing about your half terms. 





Year Two
This week Year 2 have completed our balanced arguments about the innocence or guilt of Mr
Alexander T Wolf. Was he innocent? Did he only sneeze down the pig's houses or is he guilty?
We wrote out arguments using sentence starters and conjunctions to give reasons and then

concluded what we really thought. In truth, most of felt the wolf was in fact guilty. He ate the
pigs in the end after all! (Shhh, don’t tell the children younger than year 2.....)

In maths we have been learning to add three one digit numbers and how to rearrange addition
number sentences so that the largest number is first. We have found that the order the numbers

are added doesn't affect the answer because addition is commutative.

We have also completed a DT investigation into axles on cars. We discovered that axles are
more effective when they are held by a support, that they need to be placed parallel to each

other on a chassis and that vehicles can move more smoothly if they have two large back
wheels and two smaller wheels on the front. We then made and evaluated vehicles in groups.

In PE we have continued to practice our fundamental skills of throwing, catching, kicking,
running and jumping in different ways. These are all foundational skills that we can use in

different sports across the curriculum. There was great success!

We are so proud of all the children in Year 2 and the way that have settled and thrived this half
term. We know that they will continue to impress us throughout the rest of the academic year.

Well done Year2, we hope you have a restful half term.



Year Three
Year 3 have had a fantastic half term full of exciting learning! In English, we enjoyed putting
our learning into writing as flood investigators, using evidence from the fictional village of

Millbrook, where the river had flooded. In Geography, we had great fun creating our own rivers
outdoors, complete with waterfalls at the source, meanders, tributaries and mouths – not

forgetting erosion, transportation and deposition! 

In Maths, we have been learning about millimetres (mm) and centimetres (cm), practising
measuring different objects using these units. In Science, we finished our learning about forces
and magnets with a fun challenge: using our knowledge of magnetism to sort out a very messy

drawer!

We have worked incredibly hard this half term and should be very proud of all we have
achieved. A well-earned rest is definitely deserved. Well done, Year 3 – bring on next half term!



Year Four
This week in maths, we have been finishing our column addition and subtraction unit, focusing
on perfecting column subtraction with regrouping. Please encourage your children to practise
at home and show you how brilliant they have become! In English, we have been finishing The

Iron Man and exploring speech through some fantastic drama activities. After half term, we will
begin The Land of Roar, focusing on descriptive writing. We can't wait!

We have also started our RE unit on Hindu Dharma and completed our Geography topic on the
UK. The children have worked incredibly hard and should be very proud of themselves!

Have a wonderful, well-deserved half term! Thank you for all your support, and we look forward
to welcoming everyone back!





Year Five
This week, we finished publishing our balanced arguments about The Secret Garden, and the

children have done a fantastic job! In maths, we completed our topic on negative numbers, while
in history, we finished our Ancient Greece end-point task, bringing together our learning about

democracy, the Olympics, philosophy, literature and language. In art, we were delighted to
welcome Rebecca Chilton, an expert in sgraffito, who shared some of her paintings and showed

us how to use this technique. The children then applied what they had learnt to their Greek-
inspired pottery, etching their designs onto their vases. Thank you for all your support this half

term. The children have made a fantastic start to Year 5, and we wish you all a restful half-term
break.



Year Six 
Year 6 have had a very busy half term and certainly deserve a well-earned break. In English, the

children have worked hard to improve their writing skills. This week, they have been writing
dialogue based on the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party from Alice in Wonderland, incorporating their own

imaginative characters into the scene. In maths, we have focused on using known facts to support
more complex calculations.

In science and geography, we have reached the end of our topics for this half term and have
enjoyed presenting and sharing everything we have learned. In DT, the children completed and

evaluated their automaton toys, using cam mechanisms to create movement in their designs. It was
fantastic to see their creativity and problem-solving skills.

Well done, Year 6, for all your hard work and determination this half term. We hope you have a
wonderful and relaxing break!

https://bookwhen.com/nta-norfolk/e/ev-stkr7-20261104153000


Attendance  

Whole School Attendance:               95.2%

1st

4K

3rd

3I

99.54% 2nd

5M
99.04%

98.21%



Important Information

Click here for
the online
calendar

Click here for
the school
Facebook 

Please check the timetable below to see when your
child/children need to come to school in their PE kits.
Please check the weather forecast to ensure they are in
weather appropriate clothing.

https://www.lakenhamprimaryschool.co.uk/Calendar/
https://www.lakenhamprimaryschool.co.uk/Calendar/
https://www.lakenhamprimaryschool.co.uk/Calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/LakenhamPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/LakenhamPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/LakenhamPrimarySchool/
https://www.facebook.com/LakenhamPrimarySchool/
https://www.lakenhamprimaryschool.co.uk/Calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/LakenhamPrimarySchool/


A LITTLE DONATION. A BIG ADVENTURE.

DONATIONS WANTED

 

 

Have something your family no longer uses?

Costumes to spark imagination,

storytelling and outdoor role

play.

Help us bring back our cycling

area for the children.

All donated bikes must be in a safe condition.

Dressing-up costumes Pre-loved bikes

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FIRST

Let us know what you would like to donate

before bringing anything to school.

Our OPAL (Outdoor Play And

Learning) free time experiences

need help with our regular

refreshes. Can you help?
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